I have visited that centre almost every year since 1944, sometimes more than once a year. I have also had the opportunity of being involved with the sports movement for the disabled instituted by Sir Ludwig and was able to be the founder and first chair man of the Scottish Sports Association for the Disabled, being fascinated by the work of Sir Ludwig and Joan.
It is most appropriate to have a profile of this charming, extremely hard working and dedicated lady in our journal and I was very pleased to obtain the close cooperation of In 1975, this distinguished lady received the award of MBE from Her Majesty the Queen. In addition, she has received hon ours and decorations for her work for sport and games for the disabled from govern ments and other bodies in several countries including The Netherlands, Japan and Korea.
She has been, and indeed still is, a vital, fascinating and industrious ambassador for sports for the disabled throughout the world, and has officially visited more than 30 countries.
Joan's important contributions to the whole development of sport for disabled persons and her dedicated work for the National Spinal Injuries Centre in Stoke Mandeville Hospital has been widely ac knowledged. Being the 'right hand lady' of Sir Ludwig was also recognised by appoint ing her an honorary member of the Inter national Medical Society of Paraplegia. She was also honoured at the dinner held during the recent Stoke Mandeville Games.
All of us associated with IMSOP and with Paraplegia wish Joan a long, happy period of retirement.
Phillip Harris Editor, Paraplegia
